TRAINING NEWS……………...…………..by Dick Zampa Jr., Apprenticeship Director
Congratulations to all the apprentices who competed at the District Council Apprenticeship Competition on Saturday April 26th  at the Sacramento Training Center.  The 20 Apprentices who competed represented all the locals in our District Council for the chance to go on to the  International Competition and Conference that will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in September.
All apprentices who came in first through 12th place will go on to compete at the International level:

1st place – Eric Rosa, Local 433, Los Angeles

2nd place – Eric Cochrane, Local 118, Reno

3rd place – Randy Staubs, Local 118, Reno

4th place – Oscar Martinez, Local 416, Los Angeles

5th place – Bradley Huth, Local 416, Los Angeles

6th place – Chris Winchell. Local 118, Sacramento

7th place – Felipe Cruz, Local 229, San Diego

8th place -  Jaimie Olmos, Local 433, Los Angeles

9th place – Hector Amaya, Local 118, Sacramento

10th place – Ross Dennison, Local 75, Phoenix

11th place – Francisco Cardona, Local 229, San Diego

Tied for 12th place – Dustin Gifford, 378, Oakland and Chris Bruce, 377, Santa Clara 

Competition included the following: 

Welding a 3/8” fillet weld with 7018 in all positions

Burning a ½’’ plate per print including a bevel, round and square hole

Rigging involved tying 8 knots and reeving blocks

Instruments involved setting up and using a builders level 
Rebar tying of 5 different ties in 1 minute periods

Column climb up a 35’ column for best time

Ornamental assembly of a mock up within 2 minutes time

On a sad note, our dear friend and long time instructor Angelo Innocencio passed away recently.

Angelo taught apprentice classes at Merit College in Oakland back when we held classes at night. When the new school was built in Benicia in 1985, Angelo came on board to teach full time. He had a positive impact on many young Ironworkers who he taught not only the skills needed to hold down a job, but also life skills. Angelo was the type of person who never worried about putting in the extra time to get the job done. He worked many a long day and put in the extra time needed to help build some of the mock ups that we still use today. When it came to education, he practiced what he preached and attended the National Labor College and graduated with his Bachelor Degree in 2001.
After many years of working Iron and teaching apprentice classes, he retired to spend time with his family and work on his cars. Angelo will be sorely missed.

